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“The greatest single cause of atheism
in the world today

Is Christians who acknowledge Jesus
with their lips

Then walk out the door and deny
Him by their lifestyle.

That is what an unbelieving world
simply finds unbelievable.”

From the DC Talk song, What if I
Stumble
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INTRODUCTION

So, you are probably leafing through
this strange looking book, wondering
“What in the world could this be about?”
On the front cover, you see a mom
feeding Charles Darwin as an infant with
a priest in protest, saying “Please, Don’t
Feed the Atheists.” Is this a joke?

Well, people who are acquainted
with the Powerhouse Ministry know our
penchant for a bit of off-the-wall humor,
especially in our book covers and titles.
But our humor is typically the proverbial
spoon full of sugar that is intended to
help some rather strong medicine go
down.

Medicine? What medicine?

The thesis of the book is that the
(mis)behavior of many who wear the
“Christian Label” is the motivation for
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many who have abandoned their faith.
It causes those who have never held faith
to reject the very premise. It has caused
others to position themselves as enemies
of the gospel. It is a malady in the body
requires personal medicine to affect a
needful cure.

Our friend Charlie Peacock wrote a
song called Personal Revolution in which
he lyrically explores the need for all of us
to get past the trappings of our religious
traditions and have an internal revival,
sloughing off the negativity of our past
and to manifest the new life that comes
from a personal relationship with Jesus
Christ.

Often, easier said than done.

There are a multitude of factions,
schisms and divisions within the body of
Christ. For example, some churches are
in favor of spiritual gifts. Some are
against them. Some partially accept
them. Others are generally ambivalent
towards them. Often, war erupts.
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I have heard people argue over
whether one should be baptized in the
name of the Father, the Son and the Holy
Spirit... or whether baptism should be in
the name of Jesus only.

Some argue over whether persons
should be baptized as an infant, or at an
older age. I like Joyce Meyer’s
solution... just baptize them both ways!

Can you imagine that some people
may even argue over what the
temperature of the water should be?

With all of this fighting going on, we
wonder if the ministry of the gospel
actually gets accomplished by these
churches. Can a body do anything
effectively if it does not receive the
messages sent down from the brain?

Consider a person stricken with a
debilitating neuromuscular disease that
interrupts the flow of the brain’s signals
to the rest of the body. Such a person
would have a difficult time with even the
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simplest of tasks. Imagine such a person
attempting to work on intricate
electronic equipment or performing
delicate surgery. One requires accurate
communications between the brain and
the body to accomplish such tasks.

Now, given the analogy of the church
being the body of Christ, we are the
body, receiving instructions from the
head (Christ - Who is seated at the right
hand of God the Father?). So, what if the
body doesn’'t receive or correctly
interpret those messages sent from the
head? Would this not be the same
situation as the person with the
neuromuscular disorder?

For example, the Head might say:
“Go to such and such foreign country
with food, medical supplies, and the
good news of salvation through Christ.”

Can you imagine body not following
that direction but, rather, going to that
country, shooting and bombing the
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people there; destroying property,
community and lives?

This is more than a simple analogy.
This has happened... with those
involved insisting vociferously that it
was God Who told them to do such
things... and thus feeding the atheists’
belief that there is no God and that those
who practice religious beliefs are
delusional at best... and pathologically
dangerous at worst.

In another example, the Head might
say: “Go to church and offer sacrifices of
praise, interceding for the political
leaders in Washington.”

The body might spend two hours
primping so that they look better than
the other people seated in their pew and
then gossip and spread negativity about
their national leaders.

Someone  suffering  from a
neuromuscular disease may be frustrated
that their body may not move in the
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direction they intend. Or, that their body
doesn’t perform the simple tasks they
want to accomplish. Or, their body may
go into a seizure, throwing a conniption
and inadvertently causing great damage.

Damage? Really?

Think about the people who are
under the misguided perception that it is
God’s will to murder folks who don’t do
things they approve of. Remember the
shooting of an abortion doctor inside of a
church? Some consider that murder to
have been the work of God. Perhaps
they should have read in the Bible where
Saul of Tarsus was confronted by Jesus
for his acts of persecution toward those
he mistakenly thought were of a
misguided sect2.

It is interesting how much bad press
Moslems get when radicals commit
atrocities in the name of Islam. But even
worse publicity is rising when people
calling themselves Christians commit
such atrocities.
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Think about the people who believe
God would have them to shun those
who look different than they. A good
friend told me that he, along with his
wife and children, were told to leave a
church they were visiting because of
their skin color... despite the fact that
they were ministers in that very same
denomination. Yep... people do crazy
things like that all the time and slap the
label of “Christianity” on top of it.
Remember that certain group founded
by Nathan Bedford Forrest that took the
symbol of Christianity, the cross, and
would light it on fire as a terrorist act of
oppression and intimidation? There are
still people today who hold that
contemptible act as an expression of
Christian expression and devotion.

Some things never change.

What the aforementioned often fail to
realize is that, besides being under deep
deception, they are allowing the atheists
to have a good time at the Lord’s
expense.
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The good news is that, if Saul could
be turned around by an encounter with
the risen Savior (he later became known
as the Apostle Paul, writer of a large
percentage of the New Testament), then
imagine what wonderful things would
happen in our society if those who
populate churches each week would
actually get past the empty practice of
liturgy and, rather, get in touch with
Jesus on a personal level.

Can you imagine it?  Christians
practicing love instead of hatred?
Christians seeking manifestations of
Christ's righteousness and not self-
righteousness? Christians who judge the
beam in their own eyes rather than
judging the speck in someone else’s?

The sad reality is that people like
Saul of Tarsus will walk into houses of
worship, kill people, and assume that
God were pleased. However, if God
wanted someone dead, he could manage
that without anyone’s help. But killing
people is not what God is about.
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THE LORD IS NOT SLACK
CONCERNING HIS PROMISE, AS
SOME COUNT SLACKNESS, BUT IS
LONGSUFFERING TOWARD US, NOT
WILLING THAT ANY SHOULD PERISH
BUT THAT ALL SHOULD COME TO
REPENTANCE.

2ND PETER 3:9 NKJV

OR DO YOU DESPISE THE RICHES OF
HIs GOODNESS, FORBEARANCE,
AND LONGSUFFERING, NOT
KNOWING THAT THE GOODNESS OF
GOD LEADS YOU TO REPENTANCE?
ROMANS 2:4 NKJV

So what does any of this have to do

with feeding atheists? Well, the current
societal movement in the United States
seems to be towards atheism and away
from what America was founded on. A
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Christian  filmmaker produced a
documentary entitled, “Lord Please Save
Us from Your Followers.” That film
explores the schism between the
foundational beliefs of this country and
the personal beliefs of its citizens.

In the film’s trailer, you can see clips
of people with bullhorns protesting the
“tyranny” of those insane Christian
fanatics. But did Jesus suffer and die on
the cross for people to practice tyranny
or insane fanaticism?  Unfortunately,
there are way too many people who
wear the Christian label and demonstrate
behaviors that feed the atheists” hatred
for our God.

The Christian label?

You may faithfully go to church
Sunday after Sunday. The reality,
however, is that going to church doesn’t
make you a Christian any more than
going to McDonalds makes you a
cheeseburger. Jesus put it this way:
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BUT HE WILL SAY, ‘I TELL YOU I DO
NOT KNOW YOU, WHERE YOU ARE
FROM. DEPART FROM ME, ALL YOU
WORKERS OF INIQUITY

LUKE 13:27 NKJV

Whoa! That's a pretty deep scripture
to be throwing around. But the bottom
line is that if all we are accomplishing is
making it easier for atheists and
practitioners of other religions to
blaspheme the Lord?, then we need to
seriously evaluate what it is we profess
to believe in. Or, more importantly, we
should evaluate whether our behavior
lines up with what should be our belief
system.

It has been said that without fuel, a
fire cannot burn. You need oxygen or
wood or flammable gas or some other
combustible substance in order to create
and/or maintain a fire. Well then, if we
are feeding the atheists with the fuel to
support their rejection of God, then what
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does that make us? And, what would
that inspire the Lord to say to us when
we stand before Him?

Is the Powerhouse Ministry saying
that people need to wear all black... say
“hallelujah” every other syllable and
wave a tambourine in the air? Are we
saying that people should burn their
televisions, iPods and laptops in a
bonfire and and spend 24 hours a day in
church?

Not at all. In fact, that sort of
behavior can sometimes give atheists
even more justification for their hostility
towards the love of God... especially
when those actions don’t match up with
our overall attitudes.

Hopefully, by the time you reach the
end of this book, you will determine
whether you have been feeding the
atheists and perhaps will be motivated to
change your ways.
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ATHEIST LETTER
TO A CHRISTIAN
NATION

There have been a number of authors
who have published intellectual discourses
about the “religulous ¢ ” nature of
believing in an invisible Man in the sky. A
former colleague of ours kept the work
of Christopher Hitchens on his desk, a
veritable “Danger: Dog in Yard”
warning for religious crazies to keep their
distance.

One of the more recent additions to
the fraternity of atheist authors is Sam
Harris, whose book The End of Faith
garnered a plethora of hostile responses
from many Christians. Those responses
generated a counter-response from
Harris, resulting in the publication of
another book entitled Letter to a Christian

Pagel3




Please Don’t Feed the Atheists

Nation. It seems that the response to
Harris” first book only fed the fire of
atheism, creating even more material to
support Harris” thesis that Christianity is
a delusion at best... a pathological
menace at worst. In fact, this book has
been published in over a dozen
international editions... fueling the fire
of atheism across continents.

In his Note to the Reader, Harris wrote
the following;:

Forty-four percent of the American
population is convinced that Jesus
will return to judge the living and
the dead sometime in the next fifty
years. According to the most
common interpretation of biblical
prophecy, Jesus will return only after
things have gone horribly awry here
on earth. It is, therefore, not an
exaggeration to say that if the city of
New York were suddenly replaced by
a ball of fire, some significant
percentage of the American
population would see a silver lining
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in the subsequent mushroom cloud,
as it would suggest to them that the
best thing that is ever going to
happen was about to happen — the
return of Christ. It should be
blindingly obvious that beliefs of this
sort will do little to help us create a
durable future for ourselves —
socially, economically,
environmentally, or geopolitically.
Imagine the consequences if any
significant component of the U.S.
government actually believed that
the world was about to end and that
its ending would be glorious. The
fact that nearly half of the American
population apparently believes this,
purely on the basis of religious
dogma, should be considered a moral
and intellectual emergency. The
book you are about to read is my
response to this emergency. ..

While there may be people who are
actually embracing some apocalyptic
event as a harbinger of the Lord’s return,
that is not scripturally-accurate. What
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hastens the coming of the Lord is not
engineering international conflict but,
rather, Christians living lives of holy
conduct and godliness®. We are called to
do the work of the ministry - to occupy
(conduct His business) until He returns®.
Jesus’ business involves compassionate
acts performed on behalf of lost people
in need of a Savior.

BUT WHEN HE SAW THE
MULTITUDES, HE WAS MOVED WITH
COMPASSION FOR THEM, BECAUSE
THEY WERE WEARY AND
SCATTERED, LIKE SHEEP HAVING NO
SHEPHERD. THEN HE SAID TO HIS
DISCIPLES, “THE HARVEST TRULY IS
PLENTIFUL, BUT THE LABORERS ARE
FEW. THEREFORE PRAY THE LORD
OF THE HARVEST TO SEND OUT
LABORERS INTO HIS HARVEST.”
MATTHEW 9:36-38 NKJV
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Preceding the above verse, Jesus had
been traveling the cities and villages,
teaching and preaching the good news
(to meet their spiritual needs) and
healing all who were sick and diseased
(to meet their physical needs).
Elsewhere in the scripture, we see Jesus
feeding the hungry and doing other
good works. The bottom line, as
illustrated above, is that Jesus was
motivated by compassion.

Is compassion your motivation for
how you interact with others? Is your
Christian walk a walk of love - following
the steps that Jesus took during His
earthly ministry, or do we walk a walk of
smug self-righteousness that only adds
fuel to the atheists’ fire?

There are those whose preference of
secular humanism can also be fueled by
the inability of those professing
Christianity to actually live the type of
life demonstrated and taught by Jesus.
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The San Francisco Chronicle wrote
the following about Sam Harris” letter to
a Christian nation:

This combination of ruthless
arqument with polemic designed to
provoke (he describes the Catholic
Church as the “institution that has
produced and sheltered an elite army
of child-molesters”) will further
delight Harris” supporters and
infuriate his critics.

It is no secret that a number of
misdeeds were conducted over the years
within the Catholic Church. Of course,
this does not imply that all Catholics are
guilty of these crimes, nor does it imply
that Catholic doctrine stands in support
of such behavior.

However, the exposure 7 of these
crimes essentially equates to the same sin
that David was guilty of when he
committed adultery and then murdered
his lovers” husband in order to hide his
sin:
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HOWEVER, BECAUSE BY THIS DEED
YOU HAVE GIVEN GREAT OCCASION
TO THE ENEMIES OF THE LORD TO
BLASPHEME...

2N SAMUEL 12:14

Don’t think for a second that God
will allow these misdeeds to go
unpunished.

Not by an institution such as the
Catholic Church.

Not by an individual who casually
violates God’s law in a way that
discredits His holy name.

David, in a manner of speaking, fed
the atheists when his sin became known.
Thus did those priests accused of
molesting children. Thus do each one of
us when we fail to live the lives that
Jesus has called each of us to live.

Please, don’t feed the atheists.
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Selah.

Think on these things.
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PERILOUS TIMES

Why is it so important for us to stop
feeding the Atheists? Well, for one
reason, because of the perilous times we
are living in. These are times when a
person could be killed by a suicide
bomber... or a drug cartel... or some
angry teenager with a chip on his
shoulder.

So what does this have to do with
feeding atheists?

The perilous nature of the times that
we are living in indicates the need for a
spiritual awakening in this world.
Spiritual awakenings have occurred
throughout history during times when
change was needed. For example, there
were men such as George Whitfield who
helped usher in a great move of God
during the period when this nation was
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founded. Thirteen disparate and
disconnected colonies merged into the
United States of America due in no small
part to spiritual prayer by men who rode
on horseback from town to town,
preaching the gospel of Jesus Christ. The
conversions that were documented
during this period of time grew into a
great spiritual awakening that directly
affected the political movement that
formed America.

A parallel awakening occurred in
Ulster (Northern Ireland) during a
similar period where lives were changed
by unprecedented moves by God
amongst His people.

During those events, there were
recorded instances of people who
moments after mocking and jeering at
the “religious loonies” were soon on
their knees, crying out to God.

So what?
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In 2000, there were people who
thought the election of President Bush
was the answer to all of the concerns in
their lives. Eight years later, with two
wars that cost thousands of lives and an
economy that took the worst turn since
the 1930’s, there were people who
thought that the election of President
Obama was the answer to all of the
concerns in their lives. A few months
later. ..

The truth is, only a spiritual
awakening can answer the issues that
concern each and every one of us. And,
a spiritual awakening cannot happen if
the body of Christ is sound asleep

THEREFORE HE SAYS: “AWAKE, YOU
WHO SLEEP, ARISE FROM THE DEAD,
AND CHRIST WILL GIVE YOU
LIGHT.”

EPHESIANS 5:14 NKJV
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Jesus is the Light of the world8, and
He has called those who follow Him
(and are filled with His Holy Spirit) to
also be lights to this world®. So then,
why not follow the command given by
the Prophet Isaiah:

ARISE, SHINE: FOR YOUR LIGHT HAS
COME! AND THE GLORY OF THE
LORD IS RISEN UPON YOU.

IsA1AH 60:1

To arise involves changing your
position. If you are laying down -
snoozing and snoring - try waking up
and getting up and doing something
positive for the Lord. Why? Because the
Light of the world has come and His
glory is risen in your life.

When we wake up and allow The
Light to shine through us... the world
will see it and we can affect a change
upon the perilous times that we are
living in. So, what does the Bible say
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about perilous times? The Apostle Paul’s
words to Timothy, written centuries ago,
are as current as the front page of
tomorrow’s newspaper. Perilous times
will come in the last days... the days
before Christ returns... the days we are
living in.

THIS KNOW ALSO, THAT IN THE
LAST DAYS PERILOUS TIMES SHALL
COME. FOR MEN SHALL BE LOVERS
OF THEIR OWN SELVES, COVETOUS,
BOASTERS, PROUD, BLASPHEMERS,
DISOBEDIENT TO PARENTS,
UNTHANKFUL, UNHOLY, WITHOUT
NATURAL AFFECTION,
TRUCEBREAKERS, FALSE ACCUSERS,
INCONTINENT, FIERCE, DESPISERS OF
THOSE THAT ARE GOOD, TRAITORS,
HEADY, HIGHMINDED, LOVERS OF
PLEASURES MORE THAN LOVERS OF
GOD; HAVING A FORM OF
GODLINESS, BUT DENYING THE
POWER THEREOF: FROM SUCH TURN
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AWAY. FOR OF THIS SORT ARE THEY
WHICH CREEP INTO HOUSES, AND
LEAD CAPTIVE SILLY WOMEN LADEN
WITH SINS, LED AWAY WITH DIVERS
LUSTS, EVER LEARNING, AND NEVER
ABLE TO COME TO THE KNOWLEDGE
OF THE TRUTH.

280 TIMOTHY 3:1-7

Wh at Are OPeril ous

The word ‘perilous’ in the original
Greek text is the word chalepoi which
means fierce, perilous, hard to live in,
troublesome, dangerous: harsh, fierce,
full of troubles and dangers; times that
are hard to bear. It is not very surprising
when we see such characteristics in the
people of this world. What is surprising
is when we see these characteristics
popping up within the church.

In Matthew 13:24-30, Jesus tells us
that the tares (a plant that looks like
wheat) will be allowed to grow
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alongside the wheat until the time of
harvest. They may outwardly resemble
Christians, but are noticeably without
any spiritual fruit.

Men Shall Be Selfish

Here, Paul uses the Greek word
“philautoi” - selfishness. Do you keep
your priorities first and foremost, or do
you first and foremost love the Lord
your God with all your heart, soul and
strength, and love your neighbor as
yourselfl0? God’s very nature is to givel!l.
If we are to walk after the image of our
Heavenly Father!2, we need to walk after
His example of selfless giving, not the
example of get all you can... can all you
get... then, sit on the can.

Men Shall Be Covetous

Here, Paul uses the Greek word
“philargooroi.” They will be lovers of
money more than lovers of God or their
brethren. They would rather spend

Page27




Please Don’t Feed the Atheists

extravagantly than bring tithes into the
house of God. They would rather be
gluttons than donate food to the poor.
They would rather watch television than
hear the gospel. The world says to love
things and use people. God says to love
people and use things to bless them -
thus bringing glory to our Father.

The members of the early church
shared all that they had. Why don’t we?

Men Shall Be Boasters

Here, Paul uses the Greek word
“alazones.” This word was originally
used to describe a ‘quack’ doctor who
went from town to town, trying to sell
medicines that were claimed to have the
power to cure illnesses.

In reality, those fake medicines were
what we would call in our modern
parlance snake oil. Taking those
concoctions would not cure illness and
could potentially exacerbate symptoms.
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In some instances... taking it could
actually prove to be fatal.

Such individuals may claim to have
the answers, but they really are as lost as
the proverbial goose flying through a
snow storm. Their religion is just empty
pretending.

Are you an empty pretender?

Do you parade about, trying to pass
yourself off as something you are not?
Does God get the glory or do you pat
yourself on the back?

The Apostle Paul had much that he
could have bragged about. He was a
Pharisees’ Pharisee. He was an eloquent
speaker. God handpicked him. Yet,
despite all of the aforementioned, Paul
counted his credentials as worthless. He
even went so far as to liken his
accomplishments to bodily waste that
would be flushed down the toilet and
quickly forgotten. Why? Because Paul
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knew that his accomplishments paled in
comparison to the excellence of the
knowledge of Jesus Christ'3.

Men Shall Be Proud

The Greek word (huperephanoi)
means “to show oneself above.” These
persons not only think too highly of
themselves, they look down upon others
in the process.

THE PHARISEE STOOD AND PRAYED
THUS WITH HIMSELF, GOD, I THANK
THEE, THAT I AM NOT AS OTHER
MEN ARE, EXTORTIONERS, UNJUST,
ADULTERERS, OR EVEN AS THIS
PUBLICAN.

LUKE 18:11

Have you ever bristled upon
encountering a drunkard, a homeless
person, or perhaps a prostitute on a
street corner? Have you turned up your
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nose at such a person saying, “How
disgusting!” Remember it is only by
God’s grace that you are not a disgrace.

Men Shall Be Blasphemers

Here, Paul uses the Greek word
“blasphemoi.” These people speak evil,
slanderous, or abusive words against
God and/or men. They are quick with
criticism and put-downs. Some atheist
comedians on television joke about
growing up in church while reviling God
and all that He stands for. Although you
may never have taken God’s name in
vain, maybe your lifestyle has given
God’s enemies an occasion to
blaspheme.l*. Any sin in the camp may
affect the entire church?s.

I listened to John Bevere speak about
political pundits on television who
compared former President Bush to a
mindless chimpanzee and current
President Obama to Adolph Hitler and
the Joker. They have forgotten God’s
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admonitions to pray for those in
positions of authority so that we might
live quiet and peaceable lives upon this
planet!s.

Men Shall Be Disobedient to Parents

If you have unsaved parents, keeping
your room clean and your chores up to
date will win them to Christ a lot faster
than nagging them about church or
slipping  gospel tracts into their
sandwiches. Do you honor your mother
and father??’.

Men Shall Be Unthankful

Here, Paul uses the Greek word
“acharistoi.” These ungrateful ones take
and take, but never stop to say ‘thank
you.” You should “Count your many
blessings... see what God has done.”

This attitude is one that brings glory
to God. As an added side-benefit,
having a thankful attitude gives you
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strength!s in times of trial. David praised
God for delivering him from the jaws of
the lion and the bear. This, in turn, gave
him the confidence and spiritual
fortitude to defeat Goliath'.

Men Shall Be Unholy

These people behave in a way
defined by the Greek word “anosioi.”
They offend all that is holy, not satisfied
with simply practicing their wickedness
but desiring to drag others into their
lifestyles.

Men Shall Be Without Natural
Affection

The Greek word Astorgoi, is the
opposite of to cherish affectionately with
family love. It is often a side-effect of not
being raised I a loving, nurturing family
environment.

Gangs often step in where parents
have dropped the ball. They train young
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children to commit crimes, shooting and
killing innocent victims without a twinge
of remorse. Proverbs 12:10 describes
these people perfectly... even their tender
mercies are cruel.

Men Shall Be Trucebreakers

A trucebreaker (aspondoi) cannot
agree to or refuses to enter a covenant.
They are dishonest and not trustworthy.
They will sign a contract and take your
money but not deliver what was
promised.

It is unfortunate to see this behavior
in the church. We remember a church
where the pastor would announce a
service at a certain time, and then would
show up over an hour late while the
congregation sat in their pews, waiting.

My jaw dropped when, at another
church, the minister stood and said, “In
the name of Jesus, I swear that I will be
finished giving this message in twenty
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minutes.” An hour and a half later, he
was still going strong!

Trucebreakers outside of the body of
Christ individuals reject salvation, since
this is a covenant relationship between
man and God?.

Men Shall Be False Accusers

If you speak Spanish, you will
recognize the Greek word Diaboloi
word as meaning, the Devil. Satan is a
slanderer and a false accuser?!. If you
accuse your brother or sister in gossip
conversation, you are, to borrow a
phrase from Charlie Peacock, sitting in
the seat where the devil sat.

I have experienced, on more than one
occasion, Christians who caused me to
be fired from places of employment
because they made false accusations.
One went to our manager (an
unbeliever) to accuse me of not having
the skills to do the job. Another was
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four-days behind in his work because he
was monitoring my activities over the
corporate network trying to find
something to find fault with. When he
found nothing, he made false
accusations. Two former co-workers
went so far as to slander not only my
technical abilities but my personal moral
character.

At one point I began to think it might
be safer working with devil worshippers
than these folks.

Those who make false accusations
cause strife between people - and that is
at the top of the list of the seven things
that God hates??!

Men Shall Be Incontinent

The Greek word “akrateis” does not
refer to a person who needs to wear
Depends® because of a weak bladder.
This is a reference to a lack of spiritual or
moral self-control.
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In Galatians 5:23,  self-control
(temperance in the KJV) is a result of
walking in Love - the fruit of the Spirit.
If you bear the spiritual fruit of self-
control, Paul says that there is no law
that can bring a charge against you.

Men Shall Be Fierce

The Greek word “anemeroi” refers to
men who are brutal or savage. Like wild
beasts, they pounce upon their prey and
mercilessly rip it to shreds. Many people
will walk past someone in the sanctuary
and mercilessly rip then to shreds with
their tongue. These people are savage...
fierce.

Men Shall Be Despisers of Those That
Are Good

Here, Paul uses the Greek word
“aphilagathoi” to describe those who are
opposed to goodness and those who
stand for right. In fact, their sense of
right and wrong may be reversed.
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Such individuals may campaign for
animal rights, going so far as to avoid
eating meat or wearing fur and leather.
Still, those same individuals may seek to
kill unborn children. They have no
problem with bringing the lifestyle
doctrines of homosexuals and lesbians
into schools, yet they protest the idea of
the Bible in school.

Men Shall Be Traitors

The Greek word “prodotai” defines
treacherous behavior. A history buff
may refer to such a person as a Benedict
Arnold. Christians should be diligent to
lift one another up in prayer. Don’t
betray your family in Christ. Stand in
the gap for them lest the enemy hinder
them.

Men Shall Be Heady

Are you rash, reckless, or hasty? Do
you wait on the Lord, doing things
decently and in order, or do you
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disregard leadership and do things (as
Frank Sinatra would sing) your way ?

Men Shall Be Highminded

The Greek word (teutphemenoi)
literally means, conceited. Are you proud,

or lifted up with pride? Do you become
blinded with pride?

I recall a pastor who one day decided
that “pastor” wasn’t a sufficiently
important title. He announced that he
was “apostle” and should be addressed
as such. Sadly, he lost his church
roughly one year afterwards.

Pride, especially when it comes to the
Lord’s work, is very dangerous?.

Men Shall Be Lovers of Pleasure More
Than Lovers of God

The Greek phrase reads: “phil edonoi
mallon ¢ philotheoi , @eferring to those
who would rather seek their own
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pleasure than God’s will and purpose.
Does evening service interfere with
watching the game?  Does prayer
meeting interfere with poker night? That
is not to imply that there is no pleasure
in serving God.

King David said that he was glad
when they said unto him, “let us go into
the house of the Lord.” Are you glad
about serving God, or do you see your
religious duty as a ball and chain? Do you
enter to worship and depart to serve, or
do you exit the church going, “Whew...
glad I got that over with!”

Men Shall Have a Form of Godliness,
but Deny the Power Thereof

You may have an outline or a
semblance of piety towards God, but
your actions may show that you have an
estrangement with the power (or,
Dunamis...  dynamite dynamic Holy
Ghost power) of God. You talk a good
talk but you don’t walk the right walk.
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You may sing and shout. Your tearstains
may be on the altar. However, are you
able to walk holy before the Lord after
the worship service has ended?

In these perilous times, where
atheists ~ are  proselytizing  more
aggressively and (it would seem) more
effectively than Christians, are you
demonstrating the power of Christ to the
world?

Turn Away From Such Men (and
Women)

Many of the most charismatic people
in our society (politicians, entertainers
and religious leaders) fall into one or
more of the -categories that Paul
describes.

If any of the aforementioned applies
to you, perhaps it is time to take
inventory of your spirituality. Do you
need to turn away from some specific
sin? Is it time to submit yourself to God
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and resist the devil, so that satan will flee
from you?*? The cleansing of God’s holy
word % combined with prayer (and,
sometimes, fasting) is the cure when
such symptoms manifest in our lives.

Protect Your Family

In verse 6, Paul tells us that such
people sneak (insinuate themselves) into
the house and/or family and/or
property and/or wealth and/or goods of
others like an insect crawling through a
crack in the wall. Be vigilant to protect
your family from those who would lead
them away from the path of
righteousness.

Are You A WIMP?

Paul tells us that such people make
captive weak-willed individuals. In
verse 6, the KJV reads, silly women.
However, the context of the Greek
suggests that this is not strictly a
reference to women, but may also refer
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to what we would call a wimp. If a man
is not fulfilling his role as head of his
family, he may be what Paul calls a weak
willed little woman?e.

Of course, this verse also applies to
women who fail to maintain God’s
standards of virtue?”.

Paul says that these “wimps” are
loaded with the consciousness of many
sins (failure to hit the mark, committing
bad actions or evil deeds; possibly
through an error of understanding).
They are “Prisoners of War” to satan and
his army of demons.

Spiritual wimps would rather fry
their brains on lust-filled soap operas
than feed themselves God’s word 2.
They would rather gossip on the
telephone than talk about the goodness
of Jesus?.

These people are setting themselves
up to be “led captive” by the people of

Page43



Please Don’t Feed the Atheists

these perilous days. Do you want to be
satan’s prisoner of war... or do you want
to be free?

What Impulses Motivate You?

At the end of verse 6, Paul describes
these people as being led away (literally,
moved by forces and impulses affecting
the mind) with many types of lusts,
desire, craving, longing, and desire for
that which is forbidden.

Harlequin Romance Novels, nudie
magazines, Swimsuit Editions and R-
rated movies create such impulses.

Is Your Bible Study Fruitful?

In verse 7, we see these “wimps”
constantly increasing their knowledge,
yet they are never able to come to the
precise and correct knowledge of things
that are ethical and divine (the truth of
the gospel). They are implacable by
virtue of their own ability and resources,
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their state of mind, and/or their
customs. The seven most dangerous
words for Christians (especially church
leaders) are: Wedve never
way before .

Don’t reject God’s moving because it
clashes with tradition. = Don’t resist
change because you are not willing to
accept the truth. Don’t hear sermons
Sunday after Sunday without allowing
the message to get out of your head and
into your heart.

Many people have their own agenda
for attending church. Some go for social
or political reasons. Some go to find a
husband or wife. Some go because they
believe good deeds will help outweigh
their sins.

All of those are incorrect.
The scriptures describe exactly what

benefit they get out of their religiosity or
churchianity...
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LET US THEREFORE FEAR, LEST, A
PROMISE BEING LEFT US OF
ENTERING INTO HIS REST, ANY OF
YOU SHOULD SEEM TO COME SHORT
OF IT. FOR UNTO US WAS THE
GOSPEL PREACHED, AS WELL AS
UNTO THEM: BUT THE WORD
PREACHED DID NOT PROFIT THEM,
NOT BEING MIXED WITH FAITH IN
THEM THAT HEARD IT. FOR WE
WHICH HAVE BELIEVED DO ENTER
INTO REST, AS HE SAID, AS I HAVE
SWORN IN MY WRATH, IF THEY
SHALL ENTER INTO MY REST:
ALTHOUGH THE WORKS WERE
FINISHED FROM THE FOUNDATION
OF THE WORLD.

HEBREWS 4:1-3

Be steadfast in prayer and Bible
study if you wish to survive these
perilous times.
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While we strive to avoid feeding the
atheists, we should put emphasis on
feeding Jesus’ sheep.

In the early 1990’s, I was a volunteer
worker in a Washington, DC soup
kitchen. My responsibilities ranged from
helping to prepare or serve meals for the
homeless people that came in, to sharing
the gospel with any who were willing to
hear. During one Saturday morning
visit, I was sharing with a young man
who apparently was involved in a sinful
lifestyle, resulting in his destitute
situation. As he told me about himself, I
was shocked to find out that he had been
saved and baptized in my church only a
few weeks earlier. What?

Unfortunately, he went through the
proverbial Christian assembly line where
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you go down the aisle, shake the
preacher’s hand, attend a few classes, get
dipped in water, then get tossed into the
congregational bucket to sink or swim on
your own.

Apparently, he sank.

This young man did not receive any
of the fellowship or encouragement that
he needed to grow in Christ. As a result,
when satan came knocking on his door30
(and satan always comes knocking), he
fell away. I left this young man
wondering what I might have been able
to do to help him grow spiritually and to
keep him from returning to a lifestyle
that could eventually lead to death. I
also began to search my heart, asking the
Lord if I had ever, intentionally or
through thoughtlessness, caused anyone
to fall astray.

It is a sobering thought to imagine
that, on the Day of Judgment, we might
see some poor soul being cast into the
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lake of fire and realize that we could
have led him or her to the Lord. Or even
worse, that the Lord had assigned that
soul to us, but we were too self-centered
to care

As churches grow in size and
activities, we can get so busy that we
often forget the true purpose of our
being there. It's good to serve in an
official position, to sing on the choir, to
run church equipment, to work in the
office, etc. But when we allow our
responsibilities to get in the way of
reaching out to those who are in need,
then we’ve entered into an area of sin.
Even if your only “official responsibility”
is keeping the pew warm (and we all
should seek to be more involved than
that), do you come to church only to
receive a blessing, or do you seek out
opportunities to be a blessing? Now
would be a good time to pause and
consider in your heart how much of this
might apply to you. Allow the Holy
Spirit to minister to your heart as to how
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you may be better used by Him in the
lives of His precious lambs.

Let’s examine a passage of scripture
that should provide encouragement and
exhortation in this regard.

SO WHEN THEY HAD DINED, JESUS
SAITH TO SIMON PETER, SIMON,
SON OF JONAS, LOVEST THOU ME
MORE THAN THESE? HE SAITH
UNTO HIM, FEED MY LAMBS.

JOHN 21:15

This occurred after the resurrection
as Jesus was making another appearance
to His disciples.

Jesus asked Peter if he loved Him
“more than these.”

More than these... what? These fish?
These disciples? What was Jesus
referring to?
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Consider how much Peter loved
tishing. Peter, Andrew, and the Zebedee
brothers left a thriving business that had
employees® when Jesus called them to
the ministry.

After Jesus was crucified, the
disciples had forgotten His frequent
reminders that He would rise from the
dead after three days. Rather than
expectantly waiting for His return from
the grave, Peter decided to return to the
fishing  business. Peter was so
convincing, not only did the former
fishermen join him; three disciples who
weren’t even fishermen joined him32.

Some of us are very career oriented.
We love our jobs. Although career is
important, nothing should come before
our devotion to the Lord®. Was Jesus
asking, “Do you love Me more than the
fishing business, Simon Peter?”

Do you love Jesus more than your job
(secular or church-related)? Have you
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ever ignored a brother or sister who
needed a ride to church because you
didn’t want to be late for choir practice?
Have you failed to greet someone seated
alone in the rear of the sanctuary because
you had to run downstairs to check on
something? We should never allow our
positions — inside or out of the church
— get in the way of true Christian
service.

Although the question, “Do you love
Me more than the fishing business”
seems an interesting possibility, Jesus
was, more likely, referring to the other
disciples.

“Do you love Me more than these
other disciples, Simon Peter?”

Earlier?4, Peter had declared that he
loved Jesus more than the others. Yet,
despite his bold-sounding promises, he
failed to keep his word and deserted
Jesus at His greatest hour of need. How
could Peter do that? A better question

Page52



Dwayne Conyers

that each of us could ask ourselves is,
“How could I desert Jesus at His greatest
hour of need?”

Say What?

Don’t you realize that doing
something to the least of Jesus” brethren
is the same as doing that to Him35?

I am constantly amazed at how some
Christians can seem to be so in love with
the Lord and yet can run over their
fellow saints without even batting an
eyelid. Can you really be so in love with
the Lord, whom you have never seen,
and yet hate your brother whom you see
every day? The scriptures® declare that
an impossibility, making your facade of
loving God is a lie.

I've attended all types of churches
across the United States, Europe and
Asia.  It's wonderful to be freely
welcomed into a fellowship of believers,
regardless of how much or how little you
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have in common... even if you're in a
foreign country and don’t speak the
language. Don’t you realize that's how
heaven will be (although we will
understand each other)? Don’t you also
realize that if you can’t accept one
another... chances are you may not find
yourself in heaven?

Do you love Jesus? Do you really
love Him? If so, are you obeying His
commandments®? Are you feeding His
sheep?

SO WHEN THEY HAD DINED, JESUS
SAITH TO SIMON PETER, SIMON,
SON OF JONAS, LOVEST THOU ME
MORE THAN THESE? HE SAITH
UNTO HIM, FEED MY LAMBS.

JOHN 21:15

Jesus asked Peter if he loved Him. In
the Greek, Jesus asked, ‘Do you
AGAPAO me?
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He was referring to AGAPE love...
which is God’s love.

Agape love is an uncompromising
love. It loves whether or not the subject
returns that love. It loves even if the
subject returns hate. Agape love is an
unconditional love. It loves even the un-
lovely. It loves those who don’t want to
be loved. It is the type of love that can
only be demonstrated by someone who
is filled with the Holy Spirit. And, as
such, it is one evidence of true
Christianity that no atheist can argue
against. If you truly love Jesus, and if
you truly want to stop feeding the
atheists, then feed His sheep.

The word ‘Feed’ in this verse in the
original Greek language means to
promote the spiritual welfare of Jesus’
AR-NEE’-ON (the Greek word for little
lambs).

Would any mother give birth to a
baby, then leave it to fend for itself? Of
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course not! When a soul comes to Christ,
we need to embrace that spiritual babe
and foster his/her spiritual growth.
When a new convert (or even a veteran
believer) comes to the church, it is
imperative for you to wrap your arms
around that person and agape them. Lift
them up in your prayers. Let them know
that somebody cares about them. They
may not look or act like the type of
person you would want to love... which
is even more reason to agape them.

Peter’s reply to Jesus” question, “thou
knowest that I love thee,” wasn't really a
direct answer. In fact, Peter was... in our
colloquial parlance, skating around Jesus’
question.

Looking at the original Greek
manuscripts, we read that Peter was
saying “Lord, you know that I PHILEO
(not agape) you.”

The Greek word phileo means
friendship, fondness, affection or
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personal attachment. It is often called
brotherly love (Philadelphia is the city of
brotherly love). Phileo love is qualified
by a relationship or attachment of some
sort. It is very conditional. It is not the
pure AGAPE love that Jesus was asking
for. Sometimes, we'll love our Christian
brothers and sisters... but only if they
have our skin color. Or, only if they
belong to our political party. The sad
reality is that many people who wear the
Christian label will not love a person if
loving that person feels uncomfortable or
is inconvenient. In case you haven't
figured it out yet... THAT ATTITUDE
IS SIN'!

HE SAITH TO HIM AGAIN THE
SECOND TIME, SIMON, SON OF
JONAS, LOVEST THOU ME? HE
SAITH UNTO HIM, YEA, LORD; THOU
KNOWEST THAT I LOVE THEE. HE
SAITH UNTO HIM, FEED MY SHEEP.
JOHN 21:16
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Jesus repeats his question to Peter.
However, this time the word “feed” in
the Greek is POY-MAH’EE-NO, which
means to oversee or to provide their soul
needs. Jesus has progressed from the
spiritual welfare of His lambs to the
welfare of their souls3s.

You see, once a baby Christian
progresses along the path of spiritual
maturity, we no longer need to “bottle
feed” them. I like the way Keith Green
put it... we're simply like the curb on the
street. We keep them from running off
the road. Although the primary
responsibility for providing POY-
MAH’EE-NO falls upon those called to
pastor, we all play a part in edifying the
body of Christ in love¥.

Jesus also uses a different word for
sheep in this verse. This time He uses the
Greek word PROB-AT-ON, which
means sheep but, in its most literal
translation, means a thing that walks
forward. The body of Christ does not sit
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still... we are moving forward, taking the
gospel to the world. In order for us to
effectively move forward, we must
remember to lift each other up in a spirit
of love. In fact, if we don’t receive
support and fellowship from each other,
we can’t walk forward. Not only that,
we couldn’t do anything without the
‘mutual support’ of our sisters and
brothers. Even worse, we are
inadvertently feeding the atheists.

I heard a minister say that if it was
God’s responsibility to hold the church
together, that He was “doing a lousy job
of it.” At first, I found that statement to
be shocking. Later, I realized that the
truth is, it is not God’s job to hold the
church together. It is our job!

10 HE THAT DESCENDED IS THE SAME
ALSO THAT ASCENDED UP FAR
ABOVE ALL HEAVENS, THAT HE
MIGHT FILL ALL THINGS.) {FILL: OR,
FULFIL}
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11 AND HE GAVE SOME, APOSTLES;
AND SOME, PROPHETS; AND SOME,
EVANGELISTS; AND SOME, PASTORS
AND TEACHERS;

12 FOR THE PERFECTING OF THE
SAINTS, FOR THE WORK OF THE
MINISTRY, FOR THE EDIFYING OF
THE BODY OF CHRIST:

13 TTLL WE ALL COME IN THE UNITY
OF THE FAITH, AND OF THE
KNOWLEDGE OF THE SON OF GOD,
UNTO A PERFECT MAN, UNTO THE
MEASURE OF THE STATURE OF THE
FULNESS OF CHRIST: {IN: OR, INTO}
{STATURE: OR, AGE}

14 THAT WE HENCEFORTH BE NO
MORE CHILDREN, TOSSED TO AND
FRO, AND CARRIED ABOUT WITH
EVERY WIND OF DOCTRINE, BY THE
SLEIGHT OF MEN, AND CUNNING
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CRAFTINESS, WHEREBY THEY LIE IN
WAIT TO DECEIVE;

15 BUT SPEAKING THE TRUTH IN
LOVE, MAY GROW UP INTO HIM IN
ALL THINGS, WHICH IS THE HEAD,
EVEN CHRIST: {SPEAKING...: OR,
BEING SINCERE}

16 FROM WHOM THE WHOLE BODY
FITLY JOINED TOGETHER AND
COMPACTED BY THAT WHICH EVERY
JOINT SUPPLIETH, ACCORDING TO
THE EFFECTUAL WORKING IN THE
MEASURE OF EVERY PART, MAKETH
INCREASE OF THE BODY UNTO THE
EDIFYING OF ITSELF IN LOVE.
EPHESIANS 4:10-16

The body is joined together and
compacted by that which every joint
supplies. You supply a little love, the
next person supplies a little exhortation,
the Pastor supplies preaching... etc.
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Each one of us has a role to play. Each
has a gift to use.

17 THIS I SAY THEREFORE, AND
TESTIFY IN THE LORD, THAT YE
HENCEFORTH WALK NOT AS OTHER
GENTILES WALK, IN THE VANITY OF
THEIR MIND,

18 HAVING THE UNDERSTANDING
DARKENED, BEING ALIENATED
FROM THE LIFE OF GOD THROUGH
THE IGNORANCE THAT IS IN THEM,
BECAUSE OF THE BLINDNESS OF
THEIR HEART: {BLINDNESS: OR,
HARDNESS}

19 WHO BEING PAST FEELING HAVE
GIVEN THEMSELVES OVER UNTO
LASCIVIOUSNESS, TO WORK ALL
UNCLEANNESS WITH GREEDINESS.

20 BUT YE HAVE NOT SO LEARNED
CHRIST;
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21 JF SO BE THAT YE HAVE HEARD
HIM, AND HAVE BEEN TAUGHT BY
HIM, AS THE TRUTH IS IN JESUS:

22 THAT YE PUT OFF CONCERNING
THE FORMER CONVERSATION THE
OLD MAN, WHICH IS CORRUPT
ACCORDING TO THE DECEITFUL
LUSTS;

23 AND BE RENEWED IN THE SPIRIT
OF YOUR MIND;
EPHESIANS 4:17-23

When we allow the Light of Christ to
shine in our hearts, then we can have
true Christian fellowship%. However,
when we allow vanity, ignorance,
blindness, lasciviousness, uncleanness
and greediness to take over... then there
is little that can be accomplished for His
glory. Worse, we are shoveling fuel into
the atheists’ fire. Key is the need to walk
in love - God’s AGAPE love.
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This was the point that Jesus was
trying to get across to Peter.

HE SAITH UNTO HIM THE THIRD
TIME, SIMON, SON OF JONAS,
LOVEST THOU ME? PETER WAS
GRIEVED BECAUSE HE SAID UNTO
HIM THE THIRD TIME, LOVEST THOU
ME? AND HE SAID UNTO HIM,
LORD, THOU KNOWEST ALL THINGS;
THOU KNOWEST THAT I LOVE THEE.
JESUS SAITH UNTO HIM, FEED MY
SHEEP.

JOHN 21:17

This time, Jesus used Peter’s word for
love. Jesus asked, “Do you PHILEO
me?” Notice that, when we can’t seem to
make it to Jesus’ level, He will always
meet us where we are. He did the same
with the woman at the well, starting the
conversation with a request for a drink of
water, not with a diatribe about the
woman’s sinful life4!.
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Jesus goes on to tell Peter about the
sacrifice that would be required of him,
closing in John 21:19 with the command,
“Follow me.” In the Greek, Jesus was
telling Peter, “Be in the same way with
Me” or, perhaps it may be translated as
“Join and accompany Me.” Remember
that Jesus taught (and demonstrated)
that the greatest love is to lay down your
life for your friends*2.

This is what Jesus did43. This is what
He requires us to do... to be perfect (or,
complete), as our Father is perfect.

How can we be perfect? By being
made perfect in love®s.

Peter eventually caught on to what
Jesus was saying. Jesus met Peter at the
PHILEO level in John 21:17, but Peter
met Jesus at the AGAPE level in 1st Peter
1:1316 as he feeds the body of Christ
with wise words of wisdom, exhortation,
and instruction. If Peter could rise to
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meet the Lord’s command... then so can
we!

If you love Jesus... if you really love
Jesus, you will feed His sheep.

As Jesus took up the cross and died
for us — when we were His enemies —
we must take up our cross daily ¢ and
die on it. The cross is the first century
equivalent to the electric chair or the
lethal injection table. It's not merely a
shiny emblem that you wear like a piece
of common jewelry. It is an instrument
of death. To take up your cross (daily) is
to kill the selfish and carnal works of the
flesh4 and be crucified with Christ...
allowing Him to live through you#®.

Would Jesus walk over one of His
sheep, callously ignoring its piteous
bleating? No way! Neither should we.
Make an extra effort to be sensitive to the
Holy Spirit and to be ready to encourage
the hearts of your brothers and sisters in
Christ with love and compassion. Help
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them to walk forward and continue to
promote their spiritual welfare.

In doing so, you will not only
strengthen the body of Christ, but you
will starve the arguments of the atheists.

While an undergrad, my Christian
brothers and I bonded to keep each other
accountable (and this was years before
Promise Keepers was founded).

The young women on campus found
one of our group, a brother I'll refer to as
Paul (not his real name), hard to resist.
Paul, however, had committed himself to
living holy before the Lord. Most of his
pursuers, however, couldn’t see things
his way and were constantly trying to
find ways of seducing him. On one
occasion, a young woman had Paul
pinned down in his room and was close
to breaking his will. Paul offered a quick
prayer for deliverance from what seemed
an inevitable fall into fornication.
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Meanwhile, I was in my room about
to tune in to my favorite television
program  when, suddenly, 1 felt
compelled to turn off the television and
head up to Paul’s room. As I stepped
into the hall, I saw another of the group.
It seems he also had a sudden urge to
visit Paul. As we boarded the elevator,
we noticed another of our brothers...
also on his way to Paul's room.
Eventually, there were four of us... not
one had a clue (or even cared) why we
were all compelled to go to Paul’s room.

As we kicked Paul’s door open with
hearty shouts of “Praise the Lord,
brother,” we didn’t even notice that the
young woman was present. We grabbed
Paul’s Bible, raided his refrigerator,
turned on his television. It was only
after the frustrated young woman
stormed out of the room that we noticed
her. Later, upon reflecting on what had
happened, we realized that God had, in
fact, used us to protect our brother from
falling into sexual sin.
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That is one benefit of a close spiritual
relationship... and is one of the reasons
why God commands us to not forsake
the gathering of ourselves together3!.

No matter how strong you think you
are, satan is standing by, waiting to hit
you with some temptation. When we
follow Jesus’ commandment to feed His
sheep, we empower each other to
overcome the wiles of the enemy.

Remember that iron sharpens iron2.
In other words, you can sharpen the
Christian walk of your brothers and
sisters when you love your neighbor as
you love yourself and follow Jesus’
commandment to feed His sheep.

As we grow closer to Christ and live
as He commands us to, we will soon find
the atheists in a veritable famine of
excuses to shake their fists skyward and
reject the Most High God.
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FRUIT OF THE
SPIRIT

The Fruit of the Spirit is Love.

BUT THE FRUIT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
THE WORK WHICH HIS PRESENCE
WITHIN ACCOMPLISHES IS LOVE, JOY
(GLADNESS), PEACE, PATIENCE (AN
EVEN TEMPER, FORBEARANCE),
KINDNESS, GOODNESS
(BENEVOLENCE), FAITHFULNESS,
GENTLENESS (MEEKNESS,
HUMILITY), SELF-CONTROL (SELF-
RESTRAINT, CONTINENCE).
AGAINST SUCH THINGS THERE IS NO
LAW THAT CAN BRING A CHARGE®S
GALATIANS 5:22-23 [AMP]

Love produces joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
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gentleness, and self-control. These are
attributes that the Lord wants to
manifest in our lives. But they do not
come through religious tradition,
through ceremonies, by saying “Hail
Mary” or by any other act of human
effort.

These fruit will only manifest by the
Holy Spirit54 Because Fruit of the Spirit
comes only by the Spirit of God, they are
impossible to counterfeit.

You may see people with counterfeit
spiritual gifts, but there are no imitation
fruit of the Spirit. One may jump up and
yell “Yabba Dabba Doozie” as an
imitation gift of tongues, or roll on the
floor and say, “Some woman is gonna
get a rich, handsome husband” as an
imitation word of knowledge. But
nobody can imitate the spiritual fruit!

Thus, a “spiritual fruit inspection” is
a clear method of ensuring that we do
not feed the atheists.
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Spiritual Fruit: Love

There is a saying the cleanliness is
next to Godliness. That is not in the
Bible. What is in the Bible is that God is
lovess. Love, the Bible tells us, is the
bond of perfections®. Jesus said that love
is what will let the world know that we
are His disciples5’. Love lets atheists,
agnostics, and practitioners of other
faiths see that Jesus is real.

When Christians verbally eviscerate
each other, maligning the pastor or
perpetrating gossip - those actions are
evidence of a lack of love. Those are
carnal fruits. Some may say that they are
fruit of satan, not of God’s Holy Spirit.
Check your love walk and make the
requisite course corrections.

Spiritual Fruit: Joy
The Joy of the Lord is our strengths8,

The ability to rejoice even in hard times,
even in economic recession, even when
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your team doesn’t make the playoffs...
that is something the atheists can’t
refute. Rejoice in the Lord always>®.

Spiritual Fruit: Peace

True Christians are in perfect peace
because their minds are steadfast on the
Lord®. When everyone is running in
fear and they see that you are calm, they
may ask if you are taking Prozac or Paxil.
You can tell them that you are taking the
peace that passes all understanding, the
peace promised to the children of God.
That is something you can have free of
charge without universal health care.

Spiritual Fruit: Patience

True Christians are patient. They
don’t lay on the horn when someone is
driving slowly.  They don't weave
through traffic giving everyone the
finger. They understand that the enemy
works through other people and, rather
than retaliate against that person, they
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stand against the devil in prayer and
patiently return that person’s negative
behavior with God’s love.

Spiritual Fruit: Kindness

God’s kindness is what leads us to
repentance 6.  As we live lives of
kindness, we can lead even the
staunchest atheist to Christ. There is no
need to beat people over the head with
our Bibles and call them sinners. Show
them the kindness and gentleness of our
Heavenly Father.

Spiritual Fruit: Faithfulness

Spirit-filled Christians are faithful. If
they say they will be there at 10:00, they
are there no later than 10:00. They don’t
wander in at 10:30 or 11:00. You can
trust the word of a true Christian.
Unfortunately, this is not always the way
that some Christians operate. In those
instances, it becomes easy for atheists to
point accusing fingers with the thesis
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that their religion is a useless delusion.
Let the Spirit develop faithfulness in
your life.

Spiritual Fruit: Self Control

Spirit-controlled Christians have self-
control. They know when to shut their
mouths and not say what is on their
mind. They know when to push away
from the table when they have had
enough to eat - despite how good that
dessert looks.  They know how to
politely refuse the seduction of the man
or woman they may be attracted to but
refuse to fall into fornication with. If you
live a self-controlled life, none can find
fault with you.

Crucify the Flesh

If you belong to Christ, lay the
spiritual axe to the root of the carnal tree
and bring it down for once and for all.
Crucify your flesh (daily®?) and seek that
close walk with God that produces
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spiritual fruits. ~Remember that God
doesn’t see the way that man sees. Man
sees the outward appearance, but God
sees what is on the inside®3

As you submit to God and allow the
Holy Spirit to change the inside, people
will see the difference on the outside.
And that can inspire them to invite
Christ into their lives.

24AND THOSE WHO BELONG TO
CHRIST JESUS (THE MESSIAH) HAVE
CRUCIFIED THE FLESH (THE GODLESS
HUMAN NATURE) WITH ITS
PASSIONS AND APPETITES AND
DESIRES.

25]F WE LIVE BY THE HOLY SPIRIT,
LET US ALSO WALK BY THE SPIRIT.
IF BY THE HOLY SPIRIT®4WE HAVE
OUR LIFE IN GOD, LET US GO
FORWARD WALKING IN LINE®, OUR
CONDUCT CONTROLLED BY THE
SPIRIT.
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26LET US NOT BECOME
VAINGLORIOUS AND SELEF-
CONCEITED, COMPETITIVE AND
CHALLENGING AND PROVOKING
AND IRRITATING TO ONE ANOTHER,
ENVYING AND BEING JEALOUS OF
ONE ANOTHER.

GALATIANS 5:24-26

Trust that you will be prompted by
the Holy Spirit to inspect yourself. That
is one Dbenefit of taking Holy
Communion. A believer is instructed to
inspect himself 66 and seek repentance
and a walk that pleases God. Seek God'’s
face and, as a result, the world will see
God’s hand moving in your life. What a
great witness that will be!
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CHRISTIANITY
VERSUS ISLAM

Many atheists on talk shows and
other venues make parallels between
radical Islam and Christianity, declaring
both equally “dangerous.” Sadly, the
behavior of many Christians does little to
deny that theory.

In the 1980°s I was enrolled in a
school with a body of students that was
roughly 30% Christian and 99% white. I
bonded with one instructor, a son of the
Midwest who was born into a Christian
family but converted to Islam while
working in the Middle East. Mark and I
developed a fast friendship, taking lunch
at least twice a week, often discussing
our religious beliefs.

One topic of interest was the
numerous references to Jesus in the
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Qur’an. Some scholars say that Jesus is
mentioned more often in that book than
Mohammed. We also discussed how
some teachings of both religions seemed
parallel. My theory was that one could
accept Jesus as Lord based upon those
references alone.

One day, Mark mentioned that some
of the other Christians in our group had
also spoken to him about accepting
Jesus. He had one question for them.
Why was it that the Christians who were
white refused to fellowship with me -
who happened to be African-American?
Mark had observed that the non-
believers in our group aggressively
sought me out to join them on their
social excursions... yet the Christians
would tip-toe to church, not willing to
have me worship with them. Mark
noted that Moslems of all colors worship
together at Mecca and found the
behavior of the Christians in our school
to be a glaring argument against their
proselytizing.
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Worst of all, it hindered my attempts
at leading Mark back to Christ.

Granted, that incident was not one
that fed an atheist... it simply fed
someone who chose another religion
over Christianity.

In the early autumn of 2009, roughly
3,000 American Moslems gathered at the
Capitol Building in Washington D.C. for
a day of prayer and unity. Also in
attendance were Christians with picket
signs, banners and bullhorns - loudly
protesting the Moslem prayer meeting
with shouts of “repent” and other
expressions of condemnation.

After Reverend Flip Benham from
Concord North Carolina shouted insults
over a megaphone, Imam Hamad Chebli
of the Islamic Society of Central Jersey
made an interesting statement®”.

“We would never come to a prayer
meeting that you have to make a
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disturbance. Please show us some
respect. This is a sacred moment.
Just as your Sunday is sacred, our
Friday is sacred.”

While it is important for us to obey
the Great Commission® and tell people
about the love that the Father has shown
us through His Son Jesus, it is hard to
comprehend how some might consider
bullying and intimidation to be an
effective method of evangelism.

Rather than acting as crusaders (as
some followers of Islam refer to
Christians), perhaps acts of love and
compassion might be a better example of
the love of Christ? After all, that is what
Jesus did.

Unfortunately, the ongoing strife
between Christians other religions is
used by many atheists to castigate all
forms of religion. But what the atheists
(and, sadly, many Christians) fail to
recognize is that this is not a question of
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religion. It is a question of expressing
God’s plan of salvation to a dying world.

And how is that plan to be
expressed? Through bullhorns and ten-
foot crosses? Through fear and
intimidation?

Really?

What about the simple act of giving
someone a glass of cold water and doing
it in the name of Jesus®?

When I was a teenager, I went to cash
a check at an establishment run by a
cantankerous, curmudgeonly Jewish
man who kept his customers standing in
line for long periods of time. After over
a half hour standing in line, I finally got
my check cashed. The old man was
distracted by a phone call and counted
out $80 more than my check was worth.
Wow! An extra eighty dollars! Ihad big
plans to go on a spending spree, but the
Holy Spirit immediately convicted me
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and commanded me to return the extra
money. I wrestled with that for quite a
while. I was a “starving student” and
$80 was a veritable windfall. Still, the
Spirit of God refused to back down until
I finally relented and repented.

The old guy forced me to stand in
line for another 45 minutes. 1 was
tempted to leave, but the Spirit of God
was insistent. Finally, I got to the
counter and explained to the old man his
mistake and told him I was returning the
money.

Tears ran down his face and he cried
like a baby. He incredulously asked
what type of person would actually
return money? That seed” of obedience
to God opened the door to share the
Gospel of Jesus Christ to a cranky old
Jewish fellow who experienced a
miraculous transformation in his life.

Somehow, I doubt that holding up a
ten-foot cross and yelling, “Repent, you
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mean old Jew” through a bullhorn
would have done much for the man. It
would, however, have fed the atheists’
opinions towards religion.

The behavior of the Christians who
traveled to Washington DC to intimidate
the Moslems who came there to pray
does not seem to reflect any of the fruit
of the Spirit. Nor does it seem to reflect
Jesus” commandment to feed His sheep.
It is hard to believe that many of the
Moslems on Capitol Hill were inspired to
accept Christ as Savior.

It is, however, easy to conceive that
the atheists were laughing their heads off
over the ensuing debacle.

In the early 1990’s I was living in
Singapore. One day, while having my
daily Iunch of diced fruit and fresh juice
at the Pasir Laba fruit stand, a Malaysian
gentleman approached me and began
what I recognized as a well-practiced
evangelistic sales pitch. However, he was
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not trying to convert me to Christianity
but, rather, to Islam.

This gentleman presented several
questions intended to shake my faith in
Jesus Christ. His thesis was, “How can
you believe that Jesus is God when there
is only One God.” I explained the
concept of the Trinity, as I understood it,
and related the plan of salvation. God
expressed Himself in human form to
become sin for us, so that we might
become the righteousness of God in
Him?.

He followed this by attacking the
truth of Jesus’ deity, basing his first
question on this scripture:

AND, BEHOLD, ONE CAME AND SAID
UNTO HIM, GOOD MASTER, WHAT
GOOD THING SHALL I DO, THAT I
MAY HAVE ETERNAL LIFE? AND HE
SAID UNTO HIM, WHY CALLEST
THOU ME GOOD? [THERE IS] NONE
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GOOD BUT ONE, [THAT 1], GOD:

BUT IF THOU WILT ENTER INTO LIFE,

KEEP THE COMMANDMENTS.
MATTHEW 19:16-17

His question: if Jesus is God, how
could He say, “Why callest thou me good?
[there is] none good but one, [that is], God:”

While some Moslems acknowledge
that Jesus is the Word??, they fall short in
that they deny that Jesus is the Son of the
Living God. It is a paradox, since any
literal interpretation of Qur’an should
logically lead one to acknowledge that
Jesus Christ is Lord.

I explained to the Malaysian
gentleman that there is a danger in
looking at individual scriptures out of
their context. This is especially
problematic when one looks at English
translations ~ without  taking into
consideration the nuances of the Hebrew
and Greek texts as well as cultural
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references. For example, there is a
method of teaching in Greek society
called Socratic in which a teacher asks
questions of the students to teach them,
rather than the students asking questions
of the teacher. In the Jewish tradition
that Jesus came from and operated in
during His earthly ministry, a point is
often emphasized as a question. For
example, God might ask His people,
“Would I ever forsake you?” as a means
of emphasizing. “I will never forsake

7”7

you.

Notice that Jesus was not rejecting
the title Good Master. Actually, He was
asking the young man what he meant by
calling Him good. For example, did the
young man mean that Jesus was good
based upon the young man’s goodness
and generosity, or that Jesus was good in
terms of God’s goodness?

The young man in this passage of
scripture was seeking to earn eternal life
by his works. He did not seem to realize
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that the Jewish law shows us that all
mankind has sinned?, a point also made
in the New Testament”4.

Jesus pointed out that only God is
good”s. However, was Jesus saying that
He was not good? Look at it in context.
This young man had come to Jesus,
proud of all that he had done in his life.
Apparently, this young man thought
himself to be good. Perhaps he, in the
back of his mind, thought that he was as
good as Jesus. Consider that, in his own
mind, he considered himself to have kept
all of God’s commandments. Thus, we
see that Jesus was not denying His own
deity but, rather, was placing this young
man’s attitude up for inspection.

The young man had done good
deeds (which Jesus recognized and loved
him for), but he still had a wrong
attitude regarding his wealth. Jesus told
the young man that, if he really wanted
eternal life, he should give his wealth
away.
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Why?

It is an act of love to share your
possessions with those who are in need.
This one area was blocking the young
man from fully entering the truth. And,
because of his attitude, the young man
walked away. We therefore see that this
young man was not good (because of
selfishness).

We also see that Jesus is good,
because He gave His life as a sacrifice
(the Lamb of God) to take away the sins
of the world. Did Jesus deny His divine
nature? No! He was only questioning the
young man’s motives and trying to
redirect the young man to recognize who
Jesus is. The point is that goodness is not
a deed to be done, but a character to
initiate.

The second question that the
Malaysian gentleman posed was, “How
could Jesus be God if He did not know
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all things, since God is omniscient?” The
scripture in question was:

BUT OF THAT DAY AND [THAT]
HOUR KNOWETH NO MAN, NO, NOT
THE ANGELS WHICH ARE IN
HEAVEN, NEITHER THE SON, BUT
THE FATHER.

MARK 13:32

When Jesus calls Himself the Son,
there are many things to consider. When
He uses Son of Man, it is doubtless that
he might intimate his Messiahship,
designating himself as the head of the
human race. He is the Man, the One
Who both furnished the pattern of the
perfect man and acted for all people.

Jesus seems to have preferred this to
the other Messianic titles, because by its
lowliness it was least suited to foster the
expectation of an earthly Messiah in
royal splendor.
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When He uses Son of God, it shows
that He enjoys the supreme love of God,
united to Him in affectionate intimacy,
privy to his saving councils, obedient to
the Father's will in all his actions. Jesus
affirmed’¢ that the times and dates are set
by the Father’s authority. In the
Christian belief of the Trinity (Father,
Son and Holy Spirit)... this is not difficult
to accept, yet it may not be readily
explained. It is simply a matter where
we trust God’s divine wisdom in how He
determines to operate. We would not be
so bold as to question God about how
and why He does certain things.

I made sure that the Malaysian
gentleman noticed that, after Jesus said
these and other things, He ascended into
heaven and two angels appeared saying
that Jesus would return in the same
manner that He ascended. I asked how
he could become so offended by Mark
13:32, yet ignore Jesus’ glory when He
rose into the clouds? Certainly, this
revelation of His glory is proof enough
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of His claims to be Who He is. T also
explained that there were times during
His earthly ministry that Jesus laid aside
the exercise of the power of His deity””.
My final words on this subject were to
reiterate that why Jesus did certain
things in certain ways is His prerogative
and not ours to question.

Next, the Malaysian gentleman asked
me to consider another episode of Jesus’
earthly ministry.

AND ON THE MORROW, WHEN THEY
WERE COME FROM BETHANY, HE
WAS HUNGRY: AND SEEING A FIG
TREE AFAR OFF HAVING LEAVES, HE
CAME, IF HAPLY HE MIGHT FIND
ANY THING THEREON: AND WHEN
HE CAME TO IT, HE FOUND NOTHING
BUT LEAVES; FOR THE TIME OF FIGS
WAS NOT [YET]. AND JESUS
ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO IT, NO
MAN EAT FRUIT OF THEE HEREAFTER
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FOR EVER. AND HIS DISCIPLES
HEARD [IT].
MARK 11:12-14

He skeptically asked me how Jesus
could be God when He apparently didn’t
know that the fig tree did not have any
fruit, and when He cursed the fig tree
because of His empty stomach.

I first referenced Micah 7:1, which
speaks regarding the absence of first ripe
figs to eat. This was a prophetic symbol
or parable or image regarding the
absence of righteousness in the land of
Israel. In Palestine, it was theoretically
possible for figs to grow out of season.
However, it seems that Jesus wanted to
use this tree as an illustration --- much
like the prophet Micah did before.
Remember, Jesus taught using parables...
and this situation was no different.

The tree was making an empty
profession. It had leaves, but no fruit.
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The nation of Israel was making an
empty profession. It seemed ready for
the Messiah (or, Christ), but would
eventually reject Him. Jesus was using
this fig tree to illustrate the rejection”® of
the people of Israel, and of the coming
judgment that Israel would suffer.

Scripturally, The fig tree is often used
to represent Israel”. A fig tree that does
not bear edible fruit is portrayed as
God’s judgment upon Israel. 8 Jesus was
using this fig tree to teach a parable... to
show His disciples that Israel was to be
condemned for all of her hypocrisy.
They professed fruitfulness, yet did not
bear fruit. Like the rich young ruler®!, a
lot of religious activity does not
necessarily indicate righteousness in the
heart.

It is when the fruit of spiritual
righteousness appears that the heart is
right. I was hoping that the Malaysian
gentleman would see the light by this
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time. Instead, he questioned the
following scripture:

I CAN OF MINE OWN SELF DO
NOTHING: AS | HEAR, I JUDGE: AND
MY JUDGMENT IS JUST; BECAUSE I
SEEK NOT MINE OWN WILL, BUT THE
WILL OF THE FATHER WHICH HATH
SENT ME.

JOHN 5:30

I reminded him that, as previously
discussed, Jesus came to this earth and
divested Himself of much of the power
and authority that He possessed.

Why?

One reason has to do with the fact
that His life was lived an example to us.
Jesus came to show us how to live. We
are not God, so we don’t have the power
that Jesus could have exercised.
Therefore, He listened obediently to the
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Father... as we should do. Jesus said that
we would do the works that He did...
and greater works. How? By following
His example as we submit to, listen to,
and follow the Father. That is why Jesus
sent the Holy Spirit, so that the presence
of God could dwell within man and live
out the Christian life through us in a way
that we on our own could not.

Our next point(s) of discussion came
from John chapter 11. The Malaysian
gentleman had several questions about
this passage, which lead me to believe
that he was not reading the scripture
with any intelligence or understanding
but, rather, was only seeking support for
his flimsy arguments against the gospel.

INOW A CERTAIN [MAN] WAS SICK,
[NAMED] LAZARUS, OF BETHANY,
THE TOWN OF MARY AND HER
SISTER MARTHA.
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2(IT wAS [THAT] MARY WHICH
ANOINTED THE LORD WITH
OINTMENT, AND WIPED HIS FEET
WITH HER HAIR, WHOSE BROTHER
LAZARUS WAS SICK.)

STHEREFORE HIS SISTERS SENT UNTO
HIM, SAYING, LORD, BEHOLD, HE
WHOM THOU LOVEST IS SICK.

4WHEN JESUS HEARD [THAT], HE
SAID, THIS SICKNESS IS NOT UNTO
DEATH, BUT FOR THE GLORY OF
GOD, THAT THE SON OF GOD MIGHT
BE GLORIFIED THEREBY.

SNOW JESUS LOVED MARTHA, AND
HER SISTER, AND LAZARUS.

SWHEN HE HAD HEARD THEREFORE
THAT HE WAS SICK, HE ABODE TWO
DAYS STILL IN THE SAME PLACE
WHERE HE WAS.
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“THEN AFTER THAT SAITH HE TO
[HIS] DISCIPLES, LET US GO INTO
JUDAEA AGAIN.

8[HIS] DISCIPLES SAY UNTO HIM,
MASTER, THE JEWS OF LATE SOUGHT
TO STONE THEE; AND GOEST THOU
THITHER AGAIN?

9JESUS ANSWERED, ARE THERE NOT
TWELVE HOURS IN THE DAY? IF ANY
MAN WALK IN THE DAY, HE
STUMBLETH NOT, BECAUSE HE
SEETH THE LIGHT OF THIS WORLD.

10BUT IF A MAN WALK IN THE
NIGHT, HE STUMBLETH, BECAUSE
THERE IS NO LIGHT IN HIM.

1ITHESE THINGS SAID HE: AND
AFTER THAT HE SAITH UNTO THEM,
OUR FRIEND LAZARUS SLEEPETH;
BUT I GO, THAT I MAY AWAKE HIM
OUT OF SLEEP.
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12THEN SAID HIS DISCIPLES, LORD,
IF HE SLEEP, HE SHALL DO WELL.

SHOWBEIT JESUS SPAKE OF HIS
DEATH: BUT THEY THOUGHT THAT
HE HAD SPOKEN OF TAKING OF REST
IN SLEEP.

14THEN SAID JESUS UNTO THEM
PLAINLY, LAZARUS IS DEAD.

15AND I AM GLAD FOR YOUR SAKES
THAT I WAS NOT THERE, TO THE
INTENT YE MAY BELIEVE;
NEVERTHELESS LET US GO UNTO
HIM.

16THEN SAID THOMAS, WHICH IS
CALLED DIDYMUS, UNTO HIS
FELLOW DISCIPLES, LET US ALSO GO,
THAT WE MAY DIE WITH HIM.

17THEN WHEN JESUS CAME, HE
FOUND THAT HE HAD [LAIN] IN THE
GRAVE FOUR DAYS ALREADY.
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1ENOW BETHANY WAS NIGH UNTO
JERUSALEM, ABOUT FIFTEEN
FURLONGS OFF: {ABOUT...: THAT IS,
ABOUT TWO MILES}

19 AND MANY OF THE JEWS CAME TO
MARTHA AND MARY, TO COMFORT
THEM CONCERNING THEIR
BROTHER.

20THEN MARTHA, AS SOON AS SHE
HEARD THAT JESUS WAS COMING,
WENT AND MET HIM: BUT MARY SAT
[STILL] IN THE HOUSE.

2ITHEN SAID MARTHA UNTO JESUS,
LORD, IF THOU HADST BEEN HERE,
MY BROTHER HAD NOT DIED.

22BUT I KNOW, THAT EVEN NOW,
WHATSOEVER THOU WILT ASK OF
GOD, GOD WILL GIVE [IT] THEE.

23JESUS SAITH UNTO HER, THY
BROTHER SHALL RISE AGAIN.
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24MARTHA SAITH UNTO HIM, |
KNOW THAT HE SHALL RISE AGAIN
IN THE RESURRECTION AT THE LAST
DAY.

25JESUS SAID UNTO HER, | AM THE
RESURRECTION, AND THE LIFE: HE
THAT BELIEVETH IN ME, THOUGH HE
WERE DEAD, YET SHALL HE LIVE:

26 AND WHOSOEVER LIVETH AND
BELIEVETH IN ME SHALL NEVER DIE.
BELIEVEST THOU THIS?

27SHE SAITH UNTO HIM, YEA, LORD:
I BELIEVE THAT THOU ART THE
CHRIST, THE SON OF GOD, WHICH
SHOULD COME INTO THE WORLD.

28 AND WHEN SHE HAD SO SAID, SHE
WENT HER WAY, AND CALLED
MARY HER SISTER SECRETLY,
SAYING, THE MASTER IS COME, AND
CALLETH FOR THEE.
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29 AS SOON AS SHE HEARD [THAT],
SHE AROSE QUICKLY, AND CAME
UNTO HIM.

30NOW JESUS WAS NOT YET COME
INTO THE TOWN, BUT WAS IN THAT
PLACE WHERE MARTHA MET HIM.

3ITHE JEWS THEN WHICH WERE
WITH HER IN THE HOUSE, AND
COMFORTED HER, WHEN THEY SAW
MARY, THAT SHE ROSE UP HASTILY
AND WENT OUT, FOLLOWED HER,
SAYING, SHE GOETH UNTO THE
GRAVE TO WEEP THERE.

32THEN WHEN MARY WAS COME
WHERE JESUS WAS, AND SAW HIM,
SHE FELL DOWN AT HIS FEET,
SAYING UNTO HIM, LORD, IF THOU
HADST BEEN HERE, MY BROTHER
HAD NOT DIED.
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33WHEN JESUS THEREFORE SAW HER
WEEPING, AND THE JEWS ALSO
WEEPING WHICH CAME WITH HER,
HE GROANED IN THE SPIRIT, AND
WAS TROUBLED,

{WAS TROUBLED: ORIGINAL GREEK
SAYS “"HE TROUBLED HIMSELF'}

34 AND SAID, WHERE HAVE YE LAID
HIM? THEY SAID UNTO HIM, LORD,
COME AND SEE.

35JESUS WEPT.

36THEN SAID THE JEWS, BEHOLD
HOW HE LOVED HIM!

37 AND SOME OF THEM SAID, COULD
NOT THIS MAN, WHICH OPENED THE
EYES OF THE BLIND, HAVE CAUSED
THAT EVEN THIS MAN SHOULD NOT
HAVE DIED?
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38JESUS THEREFORE AGAIN
GROANING IN HIMSELF COMETH TO
THE GRAVE. IT WAS A CAVE, AND A
STONE LAY UPON IT.

39JESUS SAID, TAKE YE AWAY THE
STONE. MARTHA, THE SISTER OF
HIM THAT WAS DEAD, SAITH UNTO
HIM, LORD, BY THIS TIME HE
STINKETH: FOR HE HATH BEEN
[DEAD] FOUR DAYS.

40JESUS SAITH UNTO HER, SAID 1
NOT UNTO THEE, THAT, IF THOU
WOULDEST BELIEVE, THOU
SHOULDEST SEE THE GLORY OF
GoD?

“THEN THEY TOOK AWAY THE
STONE [FROM THE PLACE] WHERE
THE DEAD WAS LAID. AND JESUS
LIFTED UP [HIS] EYES, AND SAID,
FATHER, | THANK THEE THAT THOU
HAST HEARD ME.
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422AND [ KNEW THAT THOU HEAREST
ME ALWAYS: BUT BECAUSE OF THE
PEOPLE WHICH STAND BY I SAID
[IT], THAT THEY MAY BELIEVE THAT
THOU HAST SENT ME.

43 AND WHEN HE THUS HAD
SPOKEN, HE CRIED WITH A LOUD
VOICE, LAZARUS, COME FORTH.

4 AND HE THAT WAS DEAD CAME
FORTH, BOUND HAND AND FOOT
WITH GRAVECLOTHES: AND HIS
FACE WAS BOUND ABOUT WITH A
NAPKIN. JESUS SAITH UNTO THEM,
LOOSE HIM, AND LET HIM GO.

45THEN MANY OF THE ]EWS WHICH
CAME TO MARY, AND HAD SEEN
THE THINGS WHICH ]ESUS DID,
BELIEVED ON HIM.

JOHN 11
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As great and as wonderful as that
passage of scripture is, the Malaysian
gentleman was hung up over the
smallest verse in this chapter (and in the
entire Bible)... verse 35: “Jesus wept.”
How, he asked, could God cry?

Rather than getting trapped in
repetitious arguments about the duality
of Jesus” human and divine natures, I
pointed out verse 26. Anyone who
believes believe in Jesus will never die
(spiritually).

There are two types of death...
physical death is separation from the
fleshly body. Spiritual death is
separation from God (in hell). Jesus
came to save us from the second death,
from which there is no promise of
resurrection. I also noted that, in verses
41 & 42, Jesus confirms His relationship
with the Father. The proof is in verses 43-
45. Lazarus rose and many Jews
believed!
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Next, the Malaysian gentleman asked
how I, as a gentile, could accept Jesus
since He (presumably) was sent only to
the Jewish nation? I noted that the Jews
had priority, but that Jesus came to bring
salvation to all. I directed him to the
following scripture:

AND NOT FOR THAT NATION ONLY,
BUT THAT ALSO HE SHOULD GATHER
TOGETHER IN ONE THE CHILDREN
OF GOD THAT WERE SCATTERED
ABROAD.

JOHN 11:52

Since the Moslems claim Abraham as
their father, I asked him to read Genesis
12:1-3. In this passage, we see that God
promised Abraham that through his
seed, ALL nations of the earth would be
blessed. Jesus fulfilled that promise,
making salvation available to whosoever
will.
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Another argument stemmed from the
passage of scripture where, according to
the Malaysian gentleman, Jesus tells
some who appeared to be Christians to
get out of His sight. The Malaysian
gentleman was referring to Matthew
7:20-23. I reminded him of our earlier
look at the rich young ruler. This man
kept the commandments, yet in his heart
had an improper attitude. The people
mentioned in Matthew 7:20-23 may have
done good works, but their hearts were
not full of righteousness.

Remember in the book of Genesis
that God accepted Abel’s sacrifice, but
rejected Cain’s? That was because Cain
had the wrong heart... manifested in the
fact that he murdered his brother Abel.

God told King Saul in the book of
First Samuel that “to obey is better than
sacrifice” and that rebellion is as the sin
of witchcraft. Those people in Matthew
7:20-23 had works (sacrifice), but not
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obedience. In fact, Jesus identified them
as “workers of iniquity.”

If a man goes to your house, cleans
your yard and paints your house and
washes your car, those would be good
deeds. When you die, will you leave
your inheritance to that man, or to your
own son? Good deeds are not enough to
earn salvation. You must have the
righteousness that comes from God. That
is why Jesus came.

FOR HE (GOD) MADE HIM (JESUS)
WHO KNEW NO SIN TO BE SIN FOR
US, THAT WE MIGHT BECOME THE
RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD IN HIM.
2~p CORINTHIANS 5:21

Jesus bore our sins on the cross (as
the Passover lamb was a sacrifice) so that
we could become righteous. It is not by
our works or by our own goodness... but
only through faith in Jesus Christ. I used
the analogy of a young man who has no
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culture and is very mean and evil. He
may dress nice, comb his hair, and
behave himself to win a young woman.
But after they are married, he will beat
her, mistreat her, and run around with
other women. He did good works, but
his heart was evil. Likewise, those
“Christians” in Matthew 7:20-23 did
good works in His name, but Jesus called
them “workers of iniquity.” In other
words, they did good deeds but their
hearts were not right and they lived
double lives. They attended church on
Sunday but were obviously serving satan
the rest of the week. Summarizing all
that was discussed, 1 asked the
Malaysian gentleman to consider words
written by the Apostle Paul:

S5LET THIS MIND BE IN YOU WHICH
WAS ALSO IN CHRIST JESUS,

6WHO, BEING IN THE FORM OF GOD,
DID NOT CONSIDER IT ROBBERY TO
BE EQUAL WITH GOD,
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7BUT MADE HIMSELF OF NO
REPUTATION, TAKING THE FORM OF
A BONDSERVANT, AND COMING IN
THE LIKENESS OF MEN.

8 AND BEING FOUND IN
APPEARANCE AS A MAN, HE
HUMBLED HIMSELF AND BECAME
OBEDIENT TO THE POINT OF DEATH,
EVEN THE DEATH OF THE CROSS.

9THEREFORE GOD ALSO HAS
HIGHLY EXALTED HIM AND GIVEN
HIM THE NAME WHICH IS ABOVE
EVERY NAME,

10THAT AT THE NAME OF JESUS
EVERY KNEE SHOULD BO W, OF
THOSE IN HEAVEN, AND OF THOSE
ON EARTH, AND OF THOSE UNDER
THE EARTH,

1IAND THAT EVERY TONGUE
SHOULD CONFESS THAT JESUS
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CHRIST IS LORD, TO THE GLORY OF
GOD THE FATHER.
PHILIPPIANS 2:5-11

The above scripture summarizes
everything. Jesus was in the form of God
and was equal with God but came to
earth in humble human form and died
on the cross for our sins. Verses 9, 10
and 11 are important. God (the Father)
has highly exalted Jesus and every knee
will bow and every tongue confess that
Jesus Christ is Lord... which brings glory
to God the Father.

Acknowledging that the Malaysian
gentleman could conceivably find other
scriptures to argue about, I closed my
discussion by stating the bottom line:

ACCEPTING JESUS CHRIST IS
AN ACT OF FAITH.

We all have to decide whether we
will accept or reject Him. Believing in
Jesus Christ and accepting Him as Savior
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and Lord provides greater
understanding and illumination to the
scriptures than anything else might.

The truths of the gospel can become a
snare to those whose hearts are
hardened. The Pharisees and Sadducees
are prime examples, as are those atheists
who pore diligently through the
scriptures looking for justification for
their rejection of the Truth.
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PLEASE STOP
FEEDING THE
ATHEISTS

My mentor Pastor Mike Macintosh
sent the following in one of his daily
devotionals:

What are you doing with what the
Lord has given you? How long has
it been since you have said, “I'm
going to write a check here to help for
this situation or need.” One year in
December we went to the Welfare
Department in San Diego, and we
asked for the names and addresses of
the 400 poorest people that they
served. That Christmas, through the
sacrificial giving of 20 of our home
fellowship groups, we were able to
give these 400 families a wonderful
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Christmas. We gave them a
Christmas tree, presents, and a huge
turkey dinner. It didn’t take
hundreds of dollars from each person
to make this happen. It was just a
few dollars from each family along
with the heart-felt dedication to make
it happen. And that’s what serving
Jesus is all about. A love for God
brings about a love for others.

What would America be like if all
churches did what Pastor Mike’s
congregation did?

What would the world be like if each
believer in Christ had the same care and
concern for the poor, the lost, the
hopeless?

What if we did things like that
instead of attacking followers of other
religions?

What if we did things like that
instead of marching around abortion
clinics calling people names?
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What if we did things like that
instead of shooting people who perform
abortions?

What if we did things like that
instead of circulating e-mails making
outlandish  accusations about our
President82?

What if we did things like that
instead of pursuing materialism, filling
our houses with things we quickly lose
interest in?

What would the world be like if all
Christians made their primary goal
doing the things that Jesus did and
commanded us to do?

What would the atheists have to say
then?
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RESOURCES

The Powerhouse Ministry has dozens
of audio resources on CD, MP3 and
iTunes format. We also have a dozen
publications in our growing library.

The majority of our resources may be
downloaded free of charge on the
internet® in digital format, and may also
be purchased in hard copy format.
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The following are some of our more
popular publications:

FIVE MEN WHO FACED
THE ROARING LION

FIVE _MEN
WHO FACED THE
ROARING LION

T

DWAYNE CONYERS ‘

A spiritual warfare manual in context
of Biblical history.

We study the lives of five men in the
Bible who faced satan in the form of a
roaring lion. Some of the men overcame
the enemy.  Others fell and were
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destroyed. This book is an essential read
for all Christians and includes a helpful
study guide.

TWELVE YEARS, TWO
LIVES

Twelre ”/ ears
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Two women. Twelve Years. One
Savior.

This book looks at two women in
scripture. One was young and had her
entire life ahead of her. The other was
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older and seemed to be at the end of her
life. On one momentous day, they both
encountered Jesus... and their lives were
changed forever. Yours will be too.

THE NAKED BOY

During the Passion of the Christ, a
naked boy ran through the garden.

No kidding.
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This book presents a scriptural
expository on a little known character in
the Bible -- a young man who ran naked
through the garden while Jesus was
being arrested. We answer the
important question, “Why does the Bible
mention this naked boy... and what
exactly does this mean to me?

SPIRITUAL FRUITS OR
RELIGIOUS NUTS?

Sl !'PH’DJQ{ :
or [Religlioms N

Wayme Comyers
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Many will stand before Jesus and cry,
“Lord, Lord.” But He will declare that
He never knew them.

GULP!

Matthew 7:21-24 is a scripture most
Christians are familiar with. Often, with
fear and trembling.

The word tells us that it is better to be
hot (on fire for Jesus) or cold (sleeping
through the sermon) than to be
lukewarm.

Who are those individuals that talk
about heaven and yet have no hope of
going there? Are those the people we
call hypocrites? Are those the people we
call Christians?

As the disciples asked, “Is it I, Lord?”
If so, we present some straightforward
advice from the scriptures on how to
change things.
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PSALMS FROM THE PEN
OF THE READY WRITER,
VOLUME ONE

This book is the first of three volumes
of original poetry with scriptural
expositories. We think that you will
enjoy all three.
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You can find a complete listing of all
Powerhouse DPublications and audio
resources at our web site:

http:/ /powerhouse-ministry.org
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NOTES

Following is a complete listing of the
endnotes that appear throughout the text
of this book. We hope that these provide
helpful points of reference for those
wishing to go deeper into the Word; as
well as for those wishing to review the
source materials behind this book.

For those who like to review
scripture references utilizing a variety of
Biblical translations, we endorse the
Bible Gateway as a resource that allows
rapid discovery and review of scriptures
across a plethora of translations in
English and other languages.

Visit http:/ /www.biblegateway.com
to begin (and/or continue) your
adventures in the Word of God!
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1 Hebrews 8:1-2 and Ephesians 1:20-21

2 Acts 9:1-5

3 2nd Samuel 12:14

4 Religulous is the title of a documentary by
comedian and atheist Bill Maher, mocking
those who hold religious (and, particularly,
Christian) beliefs.

5 2nd Peter 3:11-12

6 Luke 19:13

7 Luke 12:2-3 and Ephesians 5:12

8 John 1:9; 3:19; 8:12

9 Matthew 5:14

10 See Luke 10:27

11 See John 3:16

12 See Ephesians 5:1

13 See Philippians 3:8

14 See 2nd Samuel 12 and Romans 2:24

15 See Joshua 7; Joshua 22:20; and 1st
Corinthians 10:6

16 1st Timothy 2:1-4

17 See Exodus 20:12; Deuteronomy 5:16;
Matthew 15:4-6 and Ephesians 6:2

18 Nehemiah 8:10 and Psalm 21:1

19 See 1st Samuel 17:36

20 See Acts 3:25

21 See Revelation 12:10

22 Proverbs 6:16-19
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2 Proverbs 16:18

2 See James 4:7

25 See John 15:3

2 See Ephesians 5:33 and 1st Timothy 5:8
27 Proverbs 31:10-31 and Titus 2:3-5
28 See 1st Corinthians 3:2

29 See 1st Peter 4:11

30 See Matthew 13:20-21

31 Mark 1:20

32 See John 21:2-3

33 See Matthew 6:33

34 Mark 14:29

35 See Matthew 25:31-46

36 st John 4:20

37 See John 14:15

38 3rd John 2

3 See Ephesians 4:16

40 1st John 1:5-7

41 Read the account in John 4:4-42
42 See John 15:13

43 See John 10:15

44 See Matthew 5:48

4 See Ephesians 1:4 and Colossians 3:14
46 See Romans 5:6-8, 10

47 See Luke 9:23

48 See Colossians 3:5-17

49 See Galatians 2:20
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50 See Hebrews 10:24 and II Timothy 4:2
51 See Hebrews 10:25

52 See Proverbs 27:12

53 Marvin Vincent, Word Studies.

54 Zechariah 4:6

55 1st John 4:8, 16

56 Colossians 3:14

57 John 13:34-35

5% Nehemiah 8:10

5 Philippians 4:4

60 Jsaiah 26:3

61 Romans 2:4

62 Luke 9:23

63 1st Samuel 16:7

64 Adam Clarke, The Holy Bible with A
Commentary.

65 Marvin Vincent, Word Studies.

66 st Corinthians 11:28

7 From the Washington Post “On Faith”
section, Saturday September 26, 2009

68 Matthew 28:18-20

69 Matthew 10:40-42

70 1st Corinthians 3:6-7

71 2nd Corinthians 5:21

72 See John 1:1

73 See Isaiah 6:3 & 5

74 Romans 3:23
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75 See Psalm 106:1, Psalm 118: 1 & 29, Psalm
136:1

76 Acts 1:7

77 For example, see John 5:30, Acts 10:38, and
Philippians 2:5-11

78 Prophesied by Isaiah and by King David in
Psalm 22

79 See Hosea 9:10 and Nahum 3:12

80 See Jeremiah 8:13, Hosea 2:12 and Joel 1:7
81 See Matthew 19:16-17

82 1st Timothy 1:1-4

8 http://link2power.org
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